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Theodolite diaphragms
The extract from Close’s Text book (1913)1 reminded me of Brevet-Major Martin Hotine’s
remarks when he received the eight-inch Reflecting Theodolite from Cooke, Troughton and
Simms in September 1932. Deep in the Tanganyika bush, observing a key section of the Arc
of the Thirtieth Meridian, he lamented certain small defects in the instrument:
Par exemple, a micrometer web arrives broken and there is no spare, although there is a
complete spare micrometer eyepiece which we shall probably never use. Doubtless I ought
to be able to catch a spider and even make the result readable, though such experience as I
have with spider webs in the field does not fill me full of hope about making two of them
parallel under a magnification of about 40. Actually I shall leave it alone for the present and
do without the advantage of your system of duplicate webs at 4-minute spacing. I shall hope
no more get broken … 2

This perhaps exemplifies Hotine’s comment in an earlier letter to McCaw (19 May
1932): ‘As you know I have next to no patience’.
Richard T Porter
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