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60

Kerry musings
David Archer

Most people will agree that our members are very generous in sharing
information, not at all secretive. Yet anyone who has tried it will report that a
note in Sheetlines seeking help in listing a map series produces indifferent
results. But put a list of maps in the same publication, suggesting there might
yet be others to add, and the responses flow in. Why will our members check a
list yet are reluctant to write and say what they have?

With a list, most of the work has been done already. If members respond,
they only have to note additions, but with a general request for information,
they would have to list all they have. This, they are not willing to do, as it is a
big task and they assume they only have common items which the requester
knows of. So why bother? Ah, give me a good list to check any day, they say.
And they do. Why? What does someone get from checking a list? Well, it’s a
good excuse to have a serious play with their maps, to renew acquaintances
and indulge in a bit of nostalgia, remembering exactly where and when each
item was found and the thrill of finding them. If a list is structured, identifying
sub-categories or variations from the norm, it might answer various questions
that have accumulated over the years. Indeed, it might help to explain what is
held. Most people get pleasure from chipping in to help achieve a greater end,
just as we all donate to charity. People check lists because they want to be able
to add a little to the end result; maybe offer a little ‘thank you’ for previous
work, from which they have benefited.

Checking a list is not purely altruistic. They hope to get something from it.
At the front of everybody’s mind is the desire to know what proportion of the
list they hold. Pleasing if high, a bit depressing if low, especially if the map
series is one they are interested in and they thought they were well on the way
to completing a set. But this is soon outweighed by the excitement of finding
an unlisted item. People just love to find something not listed, and this
possibility is the driving force in this situation. Finding not only something the
experts have missed, but more importantly, something they have found, even if
prompted, in their collection. Surely I have a rare map? Oh, the joy. And now I
can write to the expert and tell him or her of my wonderful map. Not that it
looks wonderful, nor that I knew it to be so until three minutes ago. But a rare
map is a rare map, and I own it. Thus enthused, they use the list to get up their
own list of items wanted. They now know what to ask for and what to look for.
The collecting end is in sight, or at least they see the finishing line.

What does a cartobibliographer receive from having a list checked?
Reassurance, joy, disappointment. As the replies arrive, one part of the compiler
relaxes: they are reassured, the list is understood and the subject appeals
enough to be checked. Regardless of how many new items are reported, a
feeling of well-being will now exist. If few, then contentment at having found
those listed unaided. If a lot, then the delight of being able to fill gaps and not
having issued an incomplete ‘final’ list. No matter how many or few items are
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