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The Charles Close Society was founded in 1980 to bring together all those with
an interest in the maps and history of the Ordnance Survey of Great Britain and
its counterparts in the island of Ireland. The Society takes its name from Colonel
Sir Charles Arden-Close, OS Director General from 1911 to 1922, and initiator of
many of the maps now sought after by collectors.

The Society publishes a wide range of books and booklets on historic OS map
series and its journal, Sheetlines, is recognised internationally for its specialist
articles on Ordnance Survey-related topics.
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Loc8 codes – directions made easy
Gary Delaney1

A Loc8 code is a digital address code designed as a smarter form of postcode
for use with modern location-based technologies. Every Loc8 code defines a
position to an accuracy of +/-6 metres with respect to ITM (Irish Transverse
Mercator) Grid, allowing a vehicle or pedestrian to navigate to within visual
distance of the desired destination.

Garmin assisted in field testing the technology and has now released it as
standard on all its popular consumer satnavs. Loc8 codes are now available to
all manufacturers and developers and an iPhone app is shortly to be released
also.

Ireland is famous for the long-winded directions used to assist visitors and
natives alike find places. If you were coming to our office we would guide you
as follows: Get to roundabout in Crosshaven by Cronin’s pub (7km from
Carrigaline); take second exit, start up hill, continue 200 yds, slow sign on left,
white building (Cobbles) on left, go another 10 metres and turn left into Cobbles.

In the UK this might be done with postcodes and road and junction
numbers. In Ireland we have traditionally used landmarks instead. However,
with the advent of popular GPS and web mapping such as that provided by
Google, ordinary people have discovered ‘GPS coordinates’, previously known
to professionals as latitude and longitude. In addition, those who are surveyors
or hillwalkers will have some experience with alternative grid coordinates. So
whilst the professional art of navigation has moved to the consumer world, the
means by which location is defined has not. As a result, in an effort to get
around the vagaries of Irish addresses and related landmark directions, in recent
years many forms of coordinates have been thrown at the ill-prepared with
disastrous consequences. So our address in Crosshaven, Cork could be precisely
defined in any of six coordinate forms, as follows:
51.800883 N, 8.293833 W or 51 48 03.2 N, 8 17 37.8 W or 51 48.053 N, 8 17.630 W
or 579734 E, 560997 N or 179780 E, 60934 N or W 79780, 60934

This does not take into account other possible variables in terms of axis or
quadrant definition. In our own trials we saw that those who have no
experience of using these easily mistake one for the other and lat/long decimal
degrees mistakenly entered as minutes and decimals of minutes could see errors
in destination selection in the order of tens of kilometres – catastrophic in the
case of an ambulance!

To solve this problem we investigated postcode-related solutions but
discovered many limitations related to postcodes. As an example, even the UK
postcode only works if every road has a name and every property has a

1 Gary Delaney is a former naval officer who has specialised in precise GPS mapping and
surveying for the last 14 years. He is a Fellow of the Royal Institute of Navigation and is a
Professional Member of the Irish Institution of Surveyors. Gary is MD of GPS Ireland
Consultants Ltd and CEO of Loc8 code Ltd.
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