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OS mapping of SW Scotland circa 1820

I read with interest Richard Oliver’s article in Sheetlines 78 on ‘Unfinished business: the lost
Ordnance Survey two-inch mapping of Scotland, 1819-1828 and 1852°. He mentions that
there was lobbying of Wellington by friends in Scotland, but that the Wellington papers do
not provide evidence of this.

Recently I was investigating correspondence between William Faden and the
Commissioners of Supply for Kirkcudbright relating to a third edition of John Ainslie’s map
of Kirkcudbrightshire and, while scanning through several years of the minutes of the
Commissioners,' I noticed a reference to the cessation of the Ordnance Survey in Scotland.

As the Kirkcudbrightshire Commissioners had been planning a subscription to the
revised county map for several years (since at least 1816), they would probably not have
been interested in a further subscription for an Ordnance Survey map.

Commissioners of Supply were committees of local landowners, the precursors of county
councils in Scotland, who dealt with matters of common interest within a county, such as
building roads and bridges, keeping the peace, and collecting and spending local taxes. The
records of the meeting of 29 April 1820 indicate that the Kirkcudbrightshire Commissioners
had received a communication from the Perthshire Commissioners alerting them to the
proposed withdrawal of OS surveyors, and suggesting that the different Commissioners of
Supply should lobby Wellington about the pressing need to survey Scotland. Unfortunately I did
not transcribe the whole entry, as my interest lay elsewhere, but I did note the following extract:

Mineral and geological survey of Galloway.

... subscribed to the meeting a communication from Doctor MacCulloch dated at Dunkeld the
13th day of October last, and a copy excerpt of the minutes of a general meeting of the County
of Perth held on the fifth day of that month, from which it appears that the Mineral Survey,
which has for some time been carried on by Doctor MacCulloch in conjunction with the
Trigonometrical Survey under the direction of Colonel Mudge, has now attained to such a state
as nearly to include the half of Scotland; that the completion of these surveys will be conducive
not only to the general improvement of the Landed Property but also to the Commerce of the
Kingdom.

That a Geographical Survey for the purpose of a general map has been commenced by the order
of Government under the supervision of Colonel Mudge and that the addition of the Mineral
Survey will include every thing that can be desired on such a subject; as a knowledge of the
subterranean nature of every district and property will thereby be combined with an accurate
determination of their forms and boundaries. And that the General Meeting of Perthshire
requested the Duke of Atholl, the Lord Lieutenant of the County to correspond with the Duke of
Wellington, Master General of the Ordnance on the subject and to urge the continuation of these
Surveys ...

It may be worth pursuing this with the Atholl Estates Archives at Blair Castle, or Perth
and Kinross Archives for the records of the Perthshire Commissioners of Supply. It is
interesting that the emphasis is on the geological survey, perhaps appealing to the
landowners’ desire to exploit minerals under their land, but also indicating MacCulloch’s
efforts to generate support for his geological survey work.

A further contemporary reference is in the introduction to John Thomson’s Atlas of
Scotland (1832) where he lists his sources. Under Ayrshire (on page iv) he writes:

' Held in the Ewart Library in Dumfries ref. K1/1/8 1819-1827.
2 See http://www.nls.uk/collections/maps/subjectinfo/cairt8.pdf at page 7.
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