Sheetlines

The journal of
THE CHARLES CLOSE SOCIETY

for the
Study of Ordnance Survey Maps

www.CharlesCloseSociety.org

The following article was published
in Sheetlines 78
dated April 2007

on page 51-56



51

The Cassini Old Series and Past and Present issues
Richard Oliver

A specimen of the first instalment of the Cassini issue of the Ordnance Survey 1:63,360 Old
Series was reviewed in Sheetlines 74." At that time the publisher was called Timeline; now it
is called Cassini, and the series is now complete, at any rate for England and Wales.? The
maps, both the Old Series and the new Past and Present series, seem to be on sale fairly
widely, and there should be no great difficulty in obtaining local sheets, at any rate, from
chain bookshops.’

This is the third complete ‘reproduction’ of the Old Series to appear, at any rate in
conventional paper form: the others are in sheet form by David & Charles, published 1969-
71, and still available at £4.99 per sheet, and in a series of eight volumes by Harry Margary,
published 1975-92, of which only Volume VI (Wales) is still available.* Both series were
edited by J B Harley, unassisted for David & Charles, and helped by various hands
(including this reviewer’s) for Margary. The David & Charles series used a mixed bag of
originals from the early 1860s onwards, which meant that, outside parts of northern England,
the maps were hybrids, subject to the addition of railways and other partial revision, and thus
not always representative of what had originally been published, never mind surveyed. The
‘First Edition’ claims were rendered frankly risible by eight of the sheets being based on
fully revised re-engravings of the 1830s and 1840s. The Margary series was based as far as
practicable on first or at any rate very early states, and the accompanying cartobibliographies
enabled readers to ‘filter out’ the additions. Both David & Charles and Margary had notes
which elucidated original field survey and revision dates, which are particularly important for
the Old Series. Taken together, one can learn a lot from the editorial matter, but there is no
good concise history of the Old Series.’

The Cassini offering differs from the previous two in that the mapping has been enlarged
by 1.2672 to 1:50,000, the National Grid has been superimposed, and the original sheet lines
have been discarded in favour of those of the current 1:50,000 Landranger. The recasting on
modern sheet lines ought to help sales, but it has the attendant disadvantage that the
component sheets have to be joined. This sometimes results in a grinding discordance. Along
the Preston-Hull line on sheet 107, where 1820s and 1850s material have been joined, this
may be unavoidable; elsewhere it may reflect variable plate-wear on the individual
impressions used as a starting-point, together with deficiencies in edge-matching the
originals. There are also difficulties where sheets in different states of revision have been

! Sheet 189, reviewed by Chris Higley in Sheetlines 74 (2005), 45-7.

Strictly speaking, it is not quite complete, as only sheets 75, 80, 81 and 85-204 have been published, so that some
areas adjacent to the Scottish border are not available. The change of name was an enforced one as, some time after an
application had been made to register the name Timeline, it was found to have been ‘bagged’ by someone else. It
seems extraordinary in this age of instant communication that there is no online register which would enable such a
point to be settled within nanoseconds.

In case of difficulty, the company’s website is www.cassinimaps.com. My comments here are based on copies of
sheets 107, 113, 122, 176-8, 187 and 192 and Exeter and Exmouth obtained by purchase, and sheet 110, Ely,
Haddenham & Littleport and the trial sheet Chatham, Gillingham and Rochester supplied by Cassini. I am also
indebted to Dan Réem for elucidation on several points.

At least, that is my current understanding: a web search will elucidate current availability and prices.

The nearest approach seems to be Richard Oliver, ‘Ordnance Survey one-inch Old Series sheets: some notes on
development and dating’, Sheetlines 50 (1997), 11-31.
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