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Russian maps now widely available
John Davies

It is probably just a coincidence, but ever since Sheetlines broke the story of Soviet military
mapping,1 the maps themselves have started to become widely available, at little or no cost.

Landmark Information Group recently acquired city plans of over a hundred British
towns and cities and has released them in the Historic Maps section on their Envirocheck
website.2 This is restricted to subscribers such as developers and environmental engineers,
but some examples may be viewed on the website. The maps are mostly at 1:10,000 or
1:25,000 scale, dating from 1970-1990, as documented in Sheetlines, but curiosities include
the 1:5000 of Milford Haven of 1950 and a 1997 plan of Falmouth.

Meanwhile, topographic maps of five scales between 1:50,000 and 1:1 million are
available for free download on three websites: http://poehali.org, http://www.topomaps.eu
and http://maps.vlasenko.net. These sites have different coverage, but between them cover
much of Europe, Russia, Asia, Africa north of the equator and South America. British
mapping seems to be limited to 1:500,000 at present. The Poehali set is also available on
DVD from http://mapstor.com, which is offering twelve disks comprising almost 20,000
maps at $20 per disk.

Now, just suppose you did collect 20,000 world-wide maps of various scales (or even a
fraction of them), how on earth would you find the one you want and how do you view them
without slowing your PC to a crawl (the files are typically between two and ten megabytes
each)?

This problem has been addressed by Soviewer software (but to declare an interest here,
this has been developed by my son, Alastair). What we have done is integrate a world
gazetteer having six million names with a program to display the relevant map. When you
select the place and scale you want, you get an extract of the map in a window, centred on
your target. Using the mouse you can scroll continuously in all directions across the sheet
and over neighbouring sheets (assuming, of course, that you have them on file). You can also
switch between different scale maps of the same place, copy to clipboard, print the map at
approximately true scale and, best of all, overlay the Cyrillic names with their Roman script
equivalent.

Soviewer is described on www.SovietMaps.com, which also has all the links mentioned
here. The Personal Edition (for personal use on stand-alone PC) is downloadable, but, as the
Charles Close Society has played such a key role in revealing Soviet mapping, CCS members
are offered a special half-price deal plus a bonus of a free set of Soviet 1:100,000 sheets of
the British Isles. For more information and to take advantage of this offer, contact
John@SovietMaps.com. Also available is the Library Edition, with network capability,
catalogue maintenance and other professional functionality. An independent review of
Soviewer will appear in a future issue of Sheetlines.

1 Sheetlines 72, April 2005.
2 http://www.envirocheck.co.uk
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