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Popular revision: lessons from Leicester
R C Wheeler

Development south of Leicester
One of the last printings of fully coloured pre-War maps for civilian use in the Second World
War was the 5041 printing of the Leicester District one-inch, printing of which was
completed 20 September 1941.1 What has not been remarked hitherto is the extent of the
revision incorporated, compared to its 5036 predecessor. In particular, there is a roundabout,
where what was then the A46 Narborough Road crossed the B582 south of Leicester. This
roundabout is a feature which otherwise first appears on the New Popular, not being found
even on the Second War Revision. Adjoining the roundabout to the north was a building, and
this is something which appears neither on the regular Popular series, nor on the Second War
Revision, nor even on the New Popular.

roundabout brickworks Glenville Avenue

One-inch Leicester District sheet (M40 R40 5041) enlarged by approximately 70%

Was this some short-lived structure recorded only on this printing of the Leicester
District sheet and nowhere else? Before getting carried away, I looked up the relevant edition
of the six-inch. The 1931 Edition of Leicestershire 37SW, based on a revision of 1928, shows
that the field north of the future roundabout had been given over to suburban development.
Four plots 100 yards north of the crossroads had been developed, together with one plot 25
yards north, whose occupant must have been surrounded by cows – or perhaps by workmen
building more houses.

This caused me to look into the stages by which revision material for this area beyond
the southern bounds of Leicester was incorporated into the Popular one-inch. Up to and
including the 1933 printing (minor corrections to 1933) the area continued to be shown as it
was in 1918. Only with the 1936 printing was the available large scale revision incorporated,
and that was done sparingly. For example, the six-inch map shows Glenville Avenue, off the
Leicester Road in Glen Parva, with houses both sides and a further street at its west end; this
is represented on the one-inch by three blocks of building parallel to a pre-existing track,

1 Job file in CCS Archives.
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