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Postscript to Aberystwyth
R C Wheeler

Since I produced my notes for the visit to the National Monuments Record for Wales that
appeared in Sheetlines 68, 1 have learned rather more about the Large-Scale Master Drawings
(or MS Plans, as the OS usually referred to them). I have had an opportunity to look at a
sample of the Scottish MS Plans — National Library of Scotland is the only institution where
one can rely on being able to compare the MS with the published plan. I have also read what
Winterbotham' published on the topic, which is somewhat more comprehensible when one
has seen some of the material he describes.

To summarize Winterbotham, when general revision started in 1892, a process called
card revision was used. A pull of the previous edition was taken on stout cartridge paper and
cut into six pieces, each about one foot square. The reviser noted any changes on his card
using graphic revision techniques, based on linking in to existing detail with the measuring of
distances but not of angles. The changes were transferred by tracing to the original zinc plate
using litho transfer paper.

Only in 1900 did the practice come in of drawing a new MS Plan based on a ‘blue’ of the
previous edition. Because of concerns about distortion, it was considered a point of principle
that this blue should be taken from the original MS Plan (by a process called Vandyking)
rather than from the plate.

From 1918 to 1921, the OS reverted to a form of card revision, at least for sheets with
few changes. After that, blues were again employed but a pull from the plate was considered
adequate. From 1930, the OS used celluloid-coated paper for the MS Plans. This had the
advantage that deletion was possible (using phenyl) so it was possible to take a black pull,
which saved the need to redraw features that had not changed. The corresponding
disadvantage was that ink took a very long time to dry, so in 1934 the OS was reverting to
blues on paper on sheets with a lot of changes.

The first point to note from this is that, for revisions of maps up to 1900, there were no
MS Plans. One of the questions asked at Aberystwyth was where the Montgomeryshire blues
had gone to. The answer is that, since no Montgomeryshire revision was done after 1901,
there were never any blues!”

The second observation is that we must expect to find three types of blue impression
according to whether they were taken from the previous plate, or from a previous MS Plan,
or (somehow) from card revision material. These will be considered in turn.

Previous Plate

Blues taken from the previous plate are the least interesting category. Towards the end of the
period, some of them show price stamps, implying that they are photographic copies of a
normal impression. Otherwise, there is little to be said.

Previous MS Plan

Blues from a previous MS will normally be second editions which explains why (as my
Aberystwyth notes stated) they tend to be of the period before 1914. However, there are

' H 'S L Winterbotham, The National Plans, Professional Papers (New Series) No 16 (1934).
2 Not entirely true: Richard Oliver’s Concise Guide notes two sheets revised in 1924. But that did not stop
Winterbotham from recording the county in 1934 as 100% on card revision.
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