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Visit to the Royal Air Force Museum, Hendon 
1 April 2009 

Gerry Jarvis and Andrew Janes 
John Davies had to withdraw from this visit shortly before it took 
place, so Gerry Zierler and I volunteered to cover for him. When I 
was visits organiser I liked to get new names on the write-ups, but 
with so little time I wasn’t very confident. However, on the day I dis-
covered Andrew Janes, one of three attendees from The National 
Archives, so we have an interesting slant in the second report. 

Peter Elliott, the Map Curator at 
Hendon, opened the visit by 
saying it was the 91st birthday of 
the RAF. Unfortunately no 
birthday cake, nor were there 91 
maps to look at, but only because 
of the limitations of space to 
display them. Peter had put 
together a very interesting display 
from the First World War to the 
present day, covering many 
aspects of the relationships 
between maps and flyers. He 
commented that the majority of 
the maps in the collection had not 
come from corporate sources, but 
from pilots, who never appeared 
to throw a map away. What better 
candidature for membership of the 
CCS! 

I do not intend to produce a 
list of the maps displayed, but just 
comment on a couple that 
particularly appealed to me. The 
first was a German map from the 
start of the Second World War 
showing the South Coast of 
England, with a normal map 
across the top of the sheet, but a 
pilot’s eye view of the same area 
at the bottom. The second was an 
exhibit about music records sent 
to POWs. These were actually 
hollow and contained an escape 

GJ
Escape maps and money smuggled to POWs inside records 
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