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Visit to Guernsey, July 2009 

Chris Higley and Alex Kent 

This year’s expedition in our series of visits to look at ‘overseas’ mapping was to Guernsey. 
Two formal visits were arranged, first to meet Digimap, producers of Channel Islands 
mapping and second to view the collection of historic mapping in the Priaulx Library. 
Members later explored the neighbouring islands of Herm, Sark and Alderney. 

Digimap 

The Bailiwick of Guernsey, historically part of the Duchy of Normandy, is a crown 
dependency lying outside the United Kingdom. The UK government is, however, still 
responsible for the island’s defence and foreign affairs. 

This complex relationship is reflected in the cartographic history of the Channel Islands. 
While both OSGB and UK military surveyors have in the past produced maps of the islands, 
survey activities in Guernsey are now the responsibility of the States of Guernsey, with the 
work being contracted out to Digimap Ltd, who also provide similar mapping services to the 
island of Jersey. 

Client and contractor enjoy a close and productive partnership, with the offices of 
Digimap and the States Cadastre located next to each other in the Old Tobacco Factory, La 
Ramée, on the outskirts of St Peter Port. On arrival, we were welcomed by Colin Le Conte, 
Managing Director of Digimap. Dave Wakeford of States Cadastre and Dave Killan of 
Digimap then performed a very instructive double act in explaining the current mapping of 
the island. 

 

 

Some of the CCS party with Digimap MD Colin Le Conte (fourth from left) outside  
Digimap offices in the Old Tobacco Factory, St Peter Port    [JMD] 
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