This year’s expedition in our series of visits @Ol at ‘overseas’ mapping was to Guernsey.
Two formal visits were arranged, first to meet [ngp, producers of Channel Islands
mapping and second to view the collection of histonapping in the Priaulx Library.
Members later explored the neighbouring islandslefm, Sark and Alderney.

The Bailiwick of Guernsey, historically part of thHeuchy of Normandy, is a crown
dependency lying outside the United Kingdom. The g&vernment is, however, still
responsible for the island’s defence and foreidairat.

This complex relationship is reflected in the cgraphic history of the Channel Islands.
While both OSGB and UK military surveyors have hie fpast produced maps of the islands,
survey activities in Guernsey are now the respditgilof the States of Guernsey, with the
work being contracted out to Digimap Ltd, who gtsovide similar mapping services to the
island of Jersey.

Client and contractor enjoy a close and producfregtnership, with the offices of
Digimap and the States Cadastre located next to ether in the Old Tobacco Factory, La
Ramée, on the outskirts of St Peter Port. On drrwa were welcomed by Colin Le Conte,
Managing Director of Digimap. Dave Wakeford of $wmtCadastre and Dave Killan of
Digimap then performed a very instructive doublé iacexplaining the current mapping of
the island.

Some of the CCS party with Digimap MD Colin Le @dffivurth from left) outside
Digimap offices in the Old Tobacco Factory, St P&ert [IMD]



With the last full OS survey having taken placel898, with partial revision to 1979, it
was decided to have a clean start to digital mappirl995, using aerial photography carried
out by BKS. This is revised every three years. @sey benefits both from a single layer of
government, implying a very close relationship witie holders of geographically based
data, and also from a compact land area, allowinthat data to be brought together into a
one seamless, single-tile GIS system with 100% guoigl cover of the island. This digital
map is owned by the States of Guernsey and is aathgtupdated: a new version being
produced at least twice a week. Online access (vathtutorial) is available at
http://maps.digimap.ggand prints from the up-to-date digital database ba made as
needed.

Having a single government GIS database meansitthscomes, for example, the
definitive reference source for road names andapasidresses, while the frequent updating
allows IRIS, the Island Roadworks Information Systéo display the location of even short-

term obstructions such as scaffolding erected
on the highway. Land registry information is
fully integrated into the database so that a
reformed property tax, based on plan area
multiplied by the number of floors, can be
seen to be fair.

Digimap are experimenting with some
innovative new additions. For instance, one
would expect the locations of power and
communication cables to be available, but the
incorporation of live AIS shipping movement
data should then allow utility companies to
detect which particular vessel has just cut their
undersea cable! Maritime information is, of
course, important to an island community,
particularly given the large tidal ranges in the
Channel Islands. We were told that Herm
doubles its size at low water.

Use of GIS rather than paper maps was

Digimap’s premises feature on obviously the party line, but we were also
this 1950s advertising map shown the draft of a new 1:25,000 paper map,
[Gerry Zierler's collection] . . -
out for consultation at the time of our visit.
So, the best of both worlds? For commercial andegsional matters you have access to the
latest data online but the tourists will still bbleato explore the footpaths of this very
attractive island with a proper paper map in tperkets.

Colin Le Conte hospitably concluded our visit bydeng a rapid walk through the
narrow lanes to introduce us to Guernsey gauchet@imbst a buffet lunch in the Candie
Gardens, on a sunny terrace overlooking the seacandeniently close to our afternoon
visit. Our thanks go to everyone at the Old TobaEectory for their generosity, and for
providing such a fascinating insight into their Wor

Chris Higley



The group enjoys an al fresco lunch in Priaulx R&kPeter Port [JMD]

/

After a superb lunch overlooking the harbour inriglos sunshine, we visited the Priaulx
Library. Candie House, a converted town house ddtiom the 1780s, was donated to the
people of Guernsey by Osmond de Beauvoir Priaubnfpwith his substantial collection of
books) and became the island’s first free publicaliy in 1889. Today, the Priaulx Library is
the Guernsey's premier local studies centre, camgiaround 35,000 books as well as a
large collection of newspapers, documents, magsphantographs. Among its many items of
interest are a Nuremberg Chronicle from 1493 anldmes personally inscribed by Victor
Hugo, who lived in exile on the island from 18561#®70. The Library celebrated its 120th
Anniversary this year and received a royal visinirthe Earl and Countess of Wessex on 6
June.

The host for our visit was Amanda Bennett, who vexently appointed Chief Librarian.
The interior of the library is quite magical; madtthe furniture dates from the 1880s and is
complemented by three magnificent Royal Doultoediaces. An ideal place in which to
study, perhaps, but no time to loiter — our exceli®ur took in so many elements of the
library and its many treasures that it definitellyet/the appetite for a future visit.

There are approximately 300 maps in the librargBection (mostly of Guernsey and
the surrounding area) and we were treated to anfatsng exhibition and talk by local expert
Sue Laker, the Deputy Chief Librarian. The earlm®stp in the collection dates from 1588
(an excerpt from WaghenaerMariners Mirrour) and shows a series of profiles of the
island. This superb example is complemented byriafis from those celebrated figures:
Speed, Mercator, and Blaeu. Of course, the canpbgeanistory of any territory is endlessly
intriguing and it was interesting to learn how thmst accurate and detailed maps of



Guernsey were undertaken by different (sometimaspebding) powers over time. The
French, for example, appear to have excelled inpingpthe island during the eighteenth
century. Nevertheless, seeing the development dijémous cartography was especially
fascinating, particularly being shown the fine wafkNicolas Dobrée dating from the mid-
1700s.

The wonderful selection of maps on display waslaltgul highlight of the tour around
the Priaulx Library and it was especially nice sivé so many maps of this beautiful island
laid out for especially us to see. Our thanks g&meanda and Sue for providing such a
fascinating insight into this Guernsey treasure.

Alexander Kent



