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Visit to the Map Department, Cambridge University Library

Gerry Zierler

On a sharp sunny day in April a party of aboutrtesmbers descended on Anne Taylor in the
newly reopened Map Department of Cambridge Unitsetisibrary, now greatly improved
and with much brighter facilities.

Anne started an excellent visit with a synopsighaf University Library’s architecture
and growing requirements as a legal deposit libr&he explained that the five staff in the
Map Department coped with a card catalogue of 8@€;,000 cards arranged alphabetically
by the area covered on the map but with no geograbhierarchy (so you cannot find out
how many maps, for example, there are of Spaini@nparts without looking through the
whole catalogue) and often with sparse publishtarimation! However, items catalogued
since 2000 can be found on ‘Newton’ the Ilibrary’snlime catalogue
www.lib.cam.ac.uk/newton and on COPAC, the inter-library systemw.copac.ac.uk

Society members were honoured to see not jushaledrom the Charles Close Society
Archive which is kept at Cambridge University Libyabut also a splendid display mounted
especially for our visit.

Included was material from the sixteenth centsogh as Ortelius’ image of the world,
Braun & Hogenberg’s 1575 map of Cambridge, andaaty enap of Iceland from 1595.

Other impressive material on display included gqgdan of the Aegean from about 1650
and the Gardner (proof) copy of John Speed’'s Caigbshire and, to the delight of certain

Anne Taylor describes some of the items put on display for the CCSvisit to
Cambridge University Library [GJ]
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